
 

 

 
Heritage Alert: Republican Stadium Complex, Chișinău, Republic of Moldova 
 
Press Release 
5 May 2026 
 
The International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), with its International 
Scientific Committee on 20th Century Heritage (ISC20C), is issuing a Heritage Alert to call 
for strengthened legal protection of the surviving historic structures of the Republican 
Stadium Complex in Chișinău, Republic of Moldova. 
 
The surviving elements of the complex — namely the two main gates, the three secondary 
gates with their allegorical decoration, the administrative building, and the remaining 
perimeter walls — are not merely isolated remnants, but constitute a rare surviving 
example of early post-war socialist realist sports architecture in Eastern Europe, with 
national and international significance. 
 
It has come to ICOMOS' attention that plans for the construction of the new Embassy of 
the United States of America on the grounds of Chișinău’s Republican Stadium may place 
these surviving historic structures at risk. While they lie within a protected historical area, 
this alone may not be sufficient to ensure their long-term conservation. In the view of 
ICOMOS, the high heritage value of these surviving elements warrants legal recognition in 
their own right. 
 
The ornate gates and administrative building of the Republican Stadium Complex, 
constructed respectively between 1950–1951 and 1955–1956, possess significance that 
extends beyond Moldova’s borders. These structures stand as an important benchmark for 
post-war Soviet architectural design in relation to sports infrastructure and are 
characterised by an eclectic style that reflects the broader architectural exchanges that 
took place across the USSR and the Eastern Bloc during the mid-20th century. 
 
Today, these remnants represent a category of cultural heritage that is severely 
threatened. While similar examples of sports architecture and mass infrastructure in other 
Eastern European and Western Asian contexts have already been lost or profoundly 
altered through redevelopment, Chișinău’s stadium complex survives as an increasingly 
endangered heritage asset whose preservation is critical both for national memory and for 
international scholarship. 
 
At the same time, the site offers a rare opportunity to serve as a meaningful case study in 
adaptive reuse. There is potential for the remaining elements of the complex to be 
sensitively integrated into the development of the new U.S. Embassy. Doing so would not 
only preserve valuable heritage, but also set an important precedent for how 
contemporary development can coexist with historic preservation. 
 

“This is not just about preserving buildings — it is about honouring a shared European 
architectural legacy,” said Grethe Pontoppidan, Co-President of ICOMOS ISC20C. 

 
ICOMOS and ISC20C respectfully call for: 
 
1. Strengthened legal protection, including the designation of the surviving gates and 
administrative building, and perimeter wall, as individual historical monuments;  
 
2. Immediate precautionary protection, so that no demolition, dismantling, relocation or 
inappropriate alteration of these structures is permitted pending reconsideration of their 
legal status;  
 
3. Technical support and dialogue, including support from specialists in socialist-era 
architecture, facilitated by ICOMOS, and constructive dialogue between the responsible 
authorities and project proponents in accordance with international conservation 
standards.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

The International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS) is a non-governmental, not for profit international 
organization, committed to furthering the conservation, protection, use and enhancement of the world’s cultural 
heritage. With over 12,000 members, 110+ National Committees, 31 International Scientific Committees and 
several Working Groups, ICOMOS has built a solid philosophical, doctrinal and managerial framework for the 
sustainable conservation of heritage around the world. As an official Advisory Body to the World Heritage 
Committee for the implementation of the UNESCO World Heritage Convention, ICOMOS evaluates nominations 
and advises on the state of conservation of properties inscribed on the World Heritage List. www.icomos.org 
 
The ICOMOS International Scientific Committee on Twentieth Century Heritage (ISC20C) focuses on 
promoting the conservation of twentieth-century places and advocating for sites that are at risk due to 
neglect, disfiguration and/or development pressure. https://isc20c.icomos.org/ 
 
 

 
Contact : Dumitru Rusu, President B.A.C.U., office@bacu.ro; mobile: +373 78121209 
 
 
 
 


