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Alerte patrimoine : Menace immédiate pour la forét urbaine de Jingu Gaien,
Tokyo, Japon. Environ 3,4 ha d’espaces verts et 3 000 arbres faisant partie du
patrimoine voués a disparaitre a cause d’'un reaménagement

Communiqué de gresse
7 septembre 202

L'ICOMOS, en collaboration avec son Comité national japonais et son Comité Scientifique International sur
les Paysages Culturels (ISCCL), publie une Alerte patrimoine appelant au retrait du projet de
réaménagement de Jingu Gaien — comprenant le plan d'abattage de plus de 3 000 arbres — qui devrait
débuter en septembre 2023. La forét est vitale et assure la préservation et la continuité du cceur du systéme
de parcs de Tokyo Garden City, créé au XVlle siécle.

La construction prévue de trois gratte-ciels ainsi que le remplacement et le déplacement des stades de
baseball et de rugby existants par de nouveaux stades entraineront la destruction compléte de la forét
urbaine qui s'est formée et a été cultivée au cours du dernier siecle.

Les promoteurs du projet sont Mitsui Fudosan Co. Ltd., le sanctuaire Meiji Jingu, le Conseil japonais des
sports et Itochu Co. Ltd. Le gouvernement métropolitain de Tokyo a approuvé le plan de réaménagement
en I'absence d'un dialogue approprié avec les citoyens locaux et les autres parties prenantes.

Les parcs urbains sont des lieux de loisirs pour la population et contribuent également au maintien d'une
biodiversité riche. lls atténuent I'effet d'llot de chaleur dans les villes et offrent un abri en cas de catastrophes
naturelles telles que des tremblements de terre. Jingu Gaien, créé grace aux dons et au travail bénévole
des citoyens, représente un patrimoine culturel exceptionnel, sans équivalent dans ['histoire des parcs
urbains du monde entier.

Au vu de ce qui est énoncé précédemment, I'lCOMOS lance une Alerte Patrimoine et appelle:

1. Les promoteurs du projet - Mitsui Fudosan Co. Ltd, Meiji Jingu Shrine, Japan Sports Council, et Itochu
Co. Ltd. - a retirer immédiatement le projet de réaménagement du Jingu Gaien, en assumant leurs
responsabilités sociales et éthiques en tant qu'entreprise internationale, association religieuse et
promoteur loyal et honnéte du sport;

2. Le gouvernement métropolitain de Tokyo a revoir les décisions d'urbanisme pertinentes, en
reconnaissant que sa décision de supprimer ce parc urbain en faveur de la construction de gratte-ciels
privera définitivement les citoyens de leur droit d'utiliser le parc et que I'évaluation de I'impact
environnemental réalisée pour le projet de réaménagement présente des lacunes fondamentales et doit
étre réexaminée sur la base d'une meilleure méthodologie;

3. Le sanctuaire Meiji Jingu a se retirer immédiatement du projet, sur la base que Jingu Gaien a été créé
grace aux dons et au travail bénévole des citoyens, et que la promesse de "conserver ce beau parc pour
I'éternité" serait tenue;

4. Les arrondissements de Minato, Shinjuku et Shibuya a ceuvrer pour que Jingu Gaien soit désigné
comme un lieu de beauté scénique, dans l'intérét des générations futures;

5. Le gouvernement national du Japon a intervenir et ne pas considérer qu'il s'agit d'un probléme de la
ville de Tokyo uniquement.

L'ICOMOS Japon a présenté un plan alternatif qui n'implique pas I'abattage de nombreux arbres et évite
les émissions de carbone — qui résulteraient des plans actuels. L'lCOMOS appelle a la création d’un forum
ou diverses parties prenantes peuvent contribuer a la discussion sur I'avenir du parc.

Lire la lettre envoyée par I''COMOS [Anglais]

Contact: ICOMOS Japon - jpicomos[at]japan-icomos.org

Le Conseil international des monuments et des sites (ICOMOS) est une organisation internationale unique, non
gouvernementale et sans but lucratif, qui s'engage & promouvoir la conservation, la protection, I'utilisation et la mise en
valeur du patrimoine culturel mondial. L'ICOMOS est dédié au développement de doctrines communes, a I'évolution et a
la diffusion des connaissances, a la création de techniques de conservation améliorées et a la promotion de I'importance
du patrimoine culturel. L'organisation a construit un cadre philosophique, doctrinal et managérial solide pour la
conservation durable du patrimoine dans le monde entier. En tant qu'organe consultatif officiel du Comité du patrimoine
mondial pour la mise en ceuvre de la Convention du patrimoine mondial de 'UNESCO, I''COMOS évalue les propositions
d'inscription et donne son avis sur I'état de conservation des biens inscrits sur la Liste du patrimoine mondial.

ICOMOS Japon, le Comité National de 'lCOMOS au Japon, a environ 500 membres.

Www.icomos.org


https://www.icomos.org/images/DOCUMENTS/Secretariat/2023/Heritage_Alerts/Jingu_Gaien/Let75_HA_JinguGaien_Japan_20230906_FINAL.pdf
http://www.icomos.org/
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Fig.1 - Jingu Gaien, the core of the Garden City Park System, facing immediate threat by urban
redevelopment

Created by Laboratory of Green Infrastructure in Research and Development Initiative,

Chuo University. Graphics by graphic designers Noriko & Isao Tsunoi.
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Fig. 2 — Alternative Proposal by ICOMOS Japan: Jingu Gaien--A bridge for the Peaceful World
Created by Laboratory of Green Infrastructure in Research and Development Initiative, Chuo University.
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March 29, 2023

2-2-5 Hitotsubashi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo,101-0003, Japan
Iwanami Shoten Hitotsubashi Bldg. 13F
c/o Japan Cultura Heritage Consultancy
Yasuyoshi Okada, Chairman, ICOMOS Japan
Tel/Fax 03-3261-5303
Email: jpicomos@japan-icomos.org

Statement calling for a withdrawal of Jingu Gaien Redevelopment Plan

Jingu Gaien created and nurtured by the people of Japan, is a public space that
represents the modern era of Japan, and its beautiful park landscapeisacultura
heritage that we are proud to share with the world. The redevelopment plan for Jingu
Gaien has been approved by Tokyo Metropolitan Government (TMG) in March 2022
and the project is currently underway by a corporate group.

Since last year, asthe details of this plan were becoming clear, ICOMOS Japan
conducted on-site investigations and have come to the conclusion that this
redevelopment project, under the guise of good urban development, will greatly damage
Jingu Gaien where the Ginkgo promenade and historic trees have been preserved very
well through the efforts of many people.

Thisis not compatible with the report of the project promoter who conducted the
environmental impact assessment. Nevertheless, TMG has accepted the report and is
proceeding with procedures that ignore the wishes of the people, such as making
decisions that reduce the park area and approving projects without responding to errors
and unscientific methodologies in the environmental impact assessment report.

ICOMOS Japan cannot afford to overlook this redevel opment. Since Dec. 2021, when
we submitted our opinions on the "City Planning Jingu Gaien Area District Plan" to the
Tokyo Metropolitan Government, we have visited the Bureau of Urban Devel opment
and the Bureau of Environment of the Tokyo Metropolitan Government, and offered
many proposals and requests both to the developers and TMG, as shown in the attached
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sheet. During this period, the Environment Bureau of TMG encouraged dial ogue
between the devel opers and ICOMOS Japan, but unfortunately, the developers did not
respond to our requests, and TM G never took the opportunity to respond in any way.
The redevelopment project of Jingu Gaien began without any changes to the origina
plan.

Itisclear that Jingu Gaien isnhow in acritical condition. This redevel opment project
will eventually destroy this precious cultural heritage in Tokyo. ICOMOS Japan urges
TMG and the devel opers, to take heed of the voices of the people who cherish Jingu
Gaien, as well as the voices of the residents and people from all over the world, and to
change this redevel opment plan as quickly and as profoundly as possible.
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List of documentsissued by |COM OS Japan regarding the Jingu
Gaien Redevelopment Project
Websitee ICOMOS Japan

March 7, 2023: Request for verification of pedestrian traffic safety caused by the rel ocation of
Chichibunomiya Rugby Stadium and pending tree cutting.

March 7, 2023: Request for the preservation of "Jingu Gaien Kasumigaoka Gate" to be
destroyed by the relocation of Chichibunomiya Rugby Stadium.

February 20, 2023: Request for the answer from the devel opers about the "false report"
identified by ICOMOS Japan regarding the environment assessment report.

January 29, 2023: Urgent Request - Request pursuant to Article 91, Paragraph 1, Item 5 of the
Tokyo Metropolitan Ordinance on Environmental Impact Assessment.

January 23,2023: Request for Retrial of Environmental Impact Assessment Report, concerning
destruction of ecosystems caused from unscientific methodol ogies on surveys, forecasts, and
assessments; Unsustainable forest mitigation due to massive tree cutting and inappropriate
transplanting plans; Destruction of the cultural heritage created by the power of citizens.

December 25, 2022: Urgent Request: Do not "lift the restriction on implementation™ (Article 61
of the ordinance) by "public notice" (Article 59, Paragraph 1 of the TMG Environmental Impact
Assessment Ordinance).

December 24, 2022: Urgent Request for a"review of fine root cutting and ring peeling
treatment” and for the introduction of the comprehensive study of ginkgo trees toward
permanent conservation.

December 16, 2022: Urgent Survey Report, "Ginko Promenade of Jingu Gaien"

October 3, 2022: Proposal for conservation and succession of Jingu Gaien, a cultural heritage
representing public space in modern Japan - Toward Conservation of "Urban Green Space, as
Common Social Capital”.


https://icomosjapan.org/
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April 26, 2022: Proposal to avoid cutting down trees and restore Jingu Gaien, a masterpiece of
modern Japan.

February 7, 2022: Proposal for the succession to the future of Jingu Gaien, an outstanding
cultural heritage created by the public's donation, dedication and service.

February 1, 2022: Trees planned to be cut down or transplanted according to the Jingu Gaien
AreaDistrict Plan.

December 28, 2021: Opinion on the " City Planning Jingu Gaien Area District Plan”
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Resolution to Protect the Natural, Historical and Cultural Value of
lingu Gaien

Jingu Gaien (Meiji Jingu Outer Gardens) was originally created in the Taisho period
(1912-1926) as an integral part of the sacred forest of the Meiji lingu Shrine, which
was built in dedication to the deceased Emperor Meiji. In honor of the legacy of
Emperor Meiji, many people from all over lapan participated as volunteers in its
creation. The trees planted by them at that time are now over 100 years old,
providing precious open space for people’s recreation rich in natural features and
exhibiting historical and cultural value that is appreciated not only by Japanese
people but also internationally. It can be considered to be an early example that is
compatible with the United Nations' Sustainable Development Goals that we
advocate today. It also serves as an evacuation site for local residents of the broad
surrounding area in the event of a disaster.

However, the Jingu Gaien redevelopment project recently permitted by the Tokyo
Metropolitan Government has a number of issues of grave concern, including the
cutting of thousands of trees, the re-construction of a baseball stadium threatening
to kill some of the beautiful gingko trees, and eventually to destroy the gingko
promenade, negative visual impacts to be caused by new skyscrapers, and the
possibility of people suffering from stronger “building winds”.

To protect the present wonderful scenic beauty and rich natural features of lingu
Gaien, together with its economic value benefitting the surrounding area, oo, as
well as its venerable historical value, we strongly request that the ginkgo
promenades of lingu Gaien be designated and protected by the national
government of Japan as a Place of Scenic Beauty under the Law for the Protection
of Cultural Properties and that the redevelopment project of Jingu Gaien be
fundamentally reviewed and duly revised.

December 2022
Diet Members Caucus for the Protection of
Nature, History, and Culture of Jingu Gaien

Hajime Funada, Member, House of Representatives of Japﬂrﬁ

=

Leader of the Diet Members Eauc&@



Diet Members Caucus for the Protection of Nature,

History, and Culture of Jingu Gaien

MENTEDOBALESE - XbZzFLERZHEER

3 House #WESZ  Name Nomberof return | £ Party
%éiﬁfé%s;?ntatives e 5t Hajime Funada 13 BELDP
ﬁﬁﬁffmames A7 [MIBE Takeaki Matsumoto 8 BERLDP
?egi%ﬁfntatives #Ee2N Shunsuke Mutai 4 EE LDP
glfi[;rﬁgffntatives EH8F Asako Omi 3 HE LDP
ﬁiﬁ?ﬁfmauves BE =5 Yukio Edano 10 TR CDP
ﬁéiﬁr%gffntatives % BB Akira Nagatsuma 8 IR CDP
REREE - o . N
Representatives 8, LH B2 Banri Kaieda /8I&K deputy speaker 8 TR CDP
?ﬁﬁffmaﬂves Il IEEF Masaharu Nakagawa 9 IR CDP
%gi%ifntatives fIEB ¥1F Tomoko Abe 8 IR CDP
?giwff?ntatives &R % Takashi Shinohara 7 IR CDP
REFEE - - ¥
Repres?ntatives ¥ &KX Yoshio Maki 7 VR CDP
RHHHE . B
Represfntatives AAJR £ & Z Masako Ohkawara 2 IR CDP
RAFHE L _
Repres?ntatives 32 # = Akira Kasai 6 HE JCP
Representatives Al 5+ Hideko Nishioka 2 E R DPP
RiEPTES — .
Represfntatives =K E&E Ke-e Miki 2 HESH JRP
Repres?ntatives /NEF =8l Taisuke Ono 1 HEH JRP
SHbES .
Councilors |1 BBF Akiko Santo 8 HELDP
SHMHE . :
E(E)%u&;fﬁors #H 7T Mitsuru Sakurai 5 EELDP
Bk S . e .
Councﬁors 7%% %_EB Keiichiro Asao 3 BEER LDP
BEESS . " .
6o§uﬁ=ﬁﬁors 2 8 Hideya Sugio 2 IR CDP
BEEES C e
Eﬁﬁ%ﬁors L {E— Shinichi Shiba 1 TR CDP
BEMEE _ .
Eo%,lfﬁnﬁéﬁors KX #HF Kohei Ohtsuka 4 EE DPP
T ) -
Councilors M &7 Kiyoshi Ueda 3 EE DPP
e .
Eﬁﬁfﬁors L7 #1 Taku Yamazoe ) HiEE JCP
BHERES = HFIE M .
Councilors izuho Fukushima 5 K SDP
P s . . Rp
Councilors AR B X Shigefumi Matsuzawa 3 HEFT
£k Party BHREZE® (LDP) Liberal Democratic Party

WTERE® (CDP) Constitutional Democratic Party of Japan

EREZX® (DPP) Democratic Party For the People

BAHEER (JCP) Japanese Communist Party

#HERE® (SDP) Social Democratic Party

BA#EFT D= (JRP) Japan Restoration Party




Appendix 3

dupn 15, 2023
RECOMMENDATIONS
To: Tokyo Governor Y uriko Hoike reparding

the enviromupental impact assessrment (ELA of the Jingy Gaien Redevelopment
Plan

From: The Jap#n Branch of the Tniernationat Asaociation for Impact ArRessment
(LALA

Emorgoncy REorommendations

k. The Tokyo Metropolitan Govermment should invite ICOMOS
Japan apecigliste te the deliberation conncl and bold a public
digcuasion in order to clarify, from a scientific standpoint, whather
there is any false or erronecus data in the EJA.

o, The Tokya Metrapolitan Government shonkd withhold its approval
and order the devalopers to atop any work uniil the points in questicns
are cleared up as the adviscry body of UNESCO, ICOMOS Japae, haa
eapreseed serioua concoyne about the ELA,

1414 ia the world's lendinp academic society mn the Beld of ElA, consisting of experte
from ower 120 nationa and repione, which w desognated ae the roprosentatie
organization i the fivld of EIA from the United Magions,

TATA The leadng global nelwock on impact aeesesment
Ity Jupsn Brineh Dbas sevioug conoeenAd ahoot the T1A of the Jingu (raien
Redarwilopment. Flon promoted by the Mitaui Fudosan and other theee companiag, and
wakes recommendationa b take appropriate measures bo pecure sustainabibity, which

in the primary objecrive of EI4.
Concerns on the ELA

- ¥laws iz the ELA Framework® Jingu Gaien ie & rare urban park in the world,
culablinhed in 1926 by the public donating money, treas, and valuntary labar. Evor since,
this public apace has sarvod as & valuable paaie 1o ¢enteal Tokyd, serving oot only the
citizena of Tokvo but alsc wvieitors Eom botk Japao aod abrood, The ELY of this
ecdovelopment plan, howerver, kos ool gesessed the true wnlue of Jingy {asicn,
Daliberations at the Chosa Keikakusya {surve v planningt ataps of che ELA, equivalene to
Eruplog stuge, were inadequace. Important itenoa euch aa s hietorical velus. which is
goad o b of THESOO Weoreld Herikape level, the value of the wrbun grocn space to be



proserved, iolemical diveraity, cie., woere oot appropriately aasesscd. The fremewark
makes it all but impoasible to asacas the nogative impect to sustsinabdity.

' Lack of Beientihie Analyeia’ In the deliberation of the Doaft ELA Beport atage, flawa in
the data were pointed ocutb repeatedly with regard to the scosystema and the avenue of
gingko trees 1n tha area, bt the EIA Raport was approved i January 2024 without the
develapers providing adequate information. Just before that, bowever, ICOMOS Japan
{the Japan committae of ICOMOS, the advisory body of UNESCO), baped on datardad on-
Lite mrestigation. pointed ot that the ELY Report contains many falwe data, Ken-ichiro
Tanapl, Choitpereon of the Deliboration Couneil, saving the Connedl sould mut give the
go-ahiead oe ie, osked the developers to produce counterovidonc:, Thoe counbamvidence
by che developers was produced at the general weeging of the Deliberation Counedl beld
im Apeil and May, Dut, willwnt Lthe pressoee of e JTOORIOS Japan expert= who pointed
ouf the flaw, the meeting ended up heing puat o one-sided explanatinn by Lo deveboperns,
with ondy perfunctory acientifie disaousaion.

* EIA Prass Maoupemont Issucs: FOOMOS Japan, bascd oo the deciaion of the hoamd
of its directors, has provided concrete data for 58 itema (according to the anawrers frnm
the developer! o point out that the EIA Report contmins many falss data and the
devolepers have the responability to produce concrete dute a5 ecownterovidence. For this
tu happen, the Tokyo Metropolitan Government office shouwld hawe withheld the approval
ul the ELA Hoport aod iovite bath the ICOMOS Jdapoan eMports  sloog wath the
duselapers ta hold pablic diseossions, but this bas wot token place wol.

It ia for theae veraons that the JATA Japan Branch hag made che Emoergenoy
Rerommendationg ahowe.

1akA Japao Branch
Represontiive Huorgsbinse. Suchihike. oD
Presadenl, Chiba Umiversity of Coucme o
Past Presidenl of LALA
Sub-Repreasntative Tanaka, Akira, Ph.T0.
Profaassr, Tokso City [Tniversity
Secretariat Genoeral Murayvame, Takehika, FL.ID.
Mredessor, Tokyo Inatitute of Techoology
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Letter from Musician R){uicgﬂ Sakamoto to the Governor of Tokyo
Metropolitan Governmen Trandated from Japanese)

Musician, Ryuichi Sakamoto 2013
© KAB America — Sourced on Wikimedia

Feb.24, 2023
Dear Ms Yoriko Koike,
Governor of Tokyo Metropolitan Government,

Please excuse my abrupt letter.

| am Ryuichi Sakamoto, a musician.
I would like to tell you my thoughts on the redevelopment of Jingu Gaien.
Please read on.

Frankly speaking, we should not sacrifice the precious Jingu trees that our predecessors have spent a
century protecting and nurturing for immediate economic gain.

These trees can benefit everybody, but from the development, only a handful of wealthy people will benefit.
These trees are nature itself, and once lost, they can never be regained.

In New York City, where | live, in 2007, the Mayor at that time, Bloomberg launched a project to plant one
million trees in the city. This was based on environmental and mental health considerations, social justice,
and above all, goals for the future. It is a profound thought for the next generation.

Following the lead of NY City, afforestation campaigns are underway in Boston, LA, and other cities in the
USA.

Now, people all around the world are working toward the realization of the SDGs. However, the development
of Jingu Gaien is far from sustainability.

If you are going to achieve sustainability, you should suspend the Jingu Gaien redevelopment project that is
currently underway, and review the plan totally so that we can hand these trees to our future children.

You should clearly identify that Tokyo is a "sanctuary of the city and nature" and take the political initiative to
achieve this goal. | believe that you will win the admiration from the world.

For protecting Jingu Gaien forever, | respectfully request that you will take this opportunity to designate Jingu
Gaien as a Place of Scenic Beauty.

I am looking forward to your leadership.

Ryuichi Sakamoto
https://www.tokyo-np.co.jp/article/243643


https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Supairaru&action=edit&redlink=1
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